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CONTEXT  
 
Public scrutiny on corporate taxes has been the main point of discussion in recent years. The so-called 
‘tax havens’ have gained popularity among multinationals to evade paying their fair share of taxes. 
Civil society and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) have put more pressure on companies to 
increase their transparency and responsibility in their tax affairs. As taxes play a crucial role in 
providing governments with needed financial support to fund essential public services, such as 
education and healthcare, stakeholders hold companies accountable and expect them to adhere to a 
moral standard.  
 
A challenge for companies when it comes to tax transparency is how to measure and monitor their 
performance. There are plenty of financial and non-financial (ESG) metrics that companies can use to 
report their activities, however, little attention is given to the area of tax transparency and 
responsibility. Over the past couple of years, organisations have stepped in to provide companies with 
some tools, such as GRI 207 Tax Standards or B Team Tax Principles, however, still, companies cannot 
monitor their progress. This challenge is becoming more urgent as the regulatory landscape has 
rapidly evolved with the introduction of regulations on tax transparency, such as the European 
Union’s Country-by-Country Reporting Directive. Therefore, companies face huge pressure from 
stakeholders and meet their expectations.  
 
 

ABOUT THE EVENT 
 
1. Aim of the event 
The event aims to bring together various stakeholders to discuss the challenge of tax transparency 
and how companies can become more responsible in their tax practices. Taxes have been on top of 
the sustainability agenda for policymakers, NGOs, and civil society for years. However, due to the shift 
in the regulatory landscape, investors are asking more and more from companies to indicate their 
tax performance, before taking any investment decisions. Companies have understood the 
importance of tax responsibility and began using different tools to showcase their performance and 
commitment. However, without any concrete metrics, companies cannot monitor their progress nor 
benchmark themselves against peers.  
 
Potential metrics could indicate which data should be collected and how to communicate them in an 
easy-to-understand way that all stakeholders will feel comfortable understanding. By having a set of 
tax metrics, investors and rating agencies will be able to properly measure companies’ tax 
performance in a common approach and evaluate them accordingly. This will also enable civil society 
and non-tax professionals in understanding how companies perform in that area.  
 
2. Key learning points 

• Learn the importance of measuring tax responsibility. 

• Discover the challenges companies face in their journey to become more transparent and 
responsible in their tax practices. 

• Learn how companies can build a narrative around tax disclosure. 
 
3. Who should join: 

• CSR/Sustainability professionals 

• Tax professionals 

• (Sustainable) Finance professionals 
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• Policymakers 

• Civil society representatives 
 

SCHEDULE  
 

TIME (CEST) SESSION 

11:00 
- 

11:10 
Welcome & Introductory remarks 

11:10 
- 

11:30 
How companies foster responsible tax behaviours 

11:30 
- 

12:05 
Panel discussion on companies’ challenges to tax transparency 

12:05 
- 

12:20 
Open discussion with participants  

12:20 
- 

12:30 
Concluding remarks 

*The speakers of the event will be communicated at a later stage 

 

 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Visit the Financing the Future webpage. 
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